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the deceptive charms of envy, the progress of the
world would have turned in a different direction.

Those who take pleasure in creating envy
cannot suspect its poisonous character. It humili-
ates, lowers, and sours natures. Once implanted
in the soul, it takes possession of it as ill weeds
grow in uncultivated soil, and stifles in its passage
the development of the good seeds. The feelings
of justice, of benevolence, of sympathy, perish in
their contact like verdure in the sweep of the desert
winds.

Fatal to individual happiness, it is still more so
to that of the community. For envy produces
hatred which, in its turn, exasperates and paralyses
the will. Moreover, it destroys all feeling of soli-
darity. The social struggle often flows from the
real distress of the poor, but it is almost always
based upon the moral blindness of the rich.

The greater portion of our defects spring from
envy, which leads to falsehood in life. It creates
also falsehood of words and of thought. The wish
to inspire envy prevents us from being natural.
At its approach, kindness departs. Mutually
attacked by its multifarious venoms, men act
toward one another like poisonous plants.

III. I once asked a famous psychologist, whose
vocation consists in writing evil books, why he